VIII

THE  TALE  OF  THE EIVEE PIEATES

WHILE Wen was standing up with his face
to the wall of the village temple school,
in the ease with which he acquired the classics he
found time to do some thinking that was not in-
cluded in the wisdom of the ancients.

In the school there was no chance to learn any-
thing about a government, for Chinese in the
Manchu day were not allowed to teach or talk
politics. The few Chinese who violated this law
soon had little use for their tongues, for "before
long their trunkless heads gaped upon the dust of
the Manchu execution-ground. Whatever else
they were, the Manchus were apt and clever in
the use of the executioner's sharp, heavy sword.
This sword was the Manchu panacea for all polit-
ical ills. The Manchus had won the country by
the sword, and what else was there for them to
do save hold the sword?

Sun Yat Sen as a lad had no opportunity to
know about good government, since there was no
one about him who knew what government meant
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